Migrant farmworkers are the poorest of America’s working poor.
The people who harvest the fruits and vegetables for our daily sustenance
survive under unimaginably difficult conditions. They earn the least amount
of money working the hardest jobs with the worst living conditions of any
group in this country. They follow the harvest, living in dilapidated housing,
or sometimes in their cars, tents, or in the fields. Their children attend
several schools each year and are frequently taken out of school to work in
the fields, so the family will make enough money to survive. There are no
luxuries, only a struggle to maintain the basic necessities of life.
Migrant farmworkers are exposed daily to a variety of indignities. They must
confront employers who pay below-minimum wages, who deduct Social
Security payments -- but then don’t send them on to the government, or
who charge workers so much for housing that the workers are in debt to
the company. These employers trust that the workers don’t understand the
system well enough to report them.
The infant mortality rate for migrant workers is 25% higher than the national
average. Other statistics for farmworkers are worse than those in many
third-world countries. And the conditions that migrant workers face do
not seem to improve, due in no small part to the incredibly low wages they
earn. In this period of continuing economic distress for low income workers,
farmworker families are suffering more than ever.

You Can Make A Difference For Migrant Families
The Migrant Legal Action Program (MLAP), in its 46th year, works
nationwide to help these hard-working men, women, and children. We
strongly advocate on their behalf, provide legal technical assistance and
support to an extensive network of local farmworker groups and service
providers, conduct legal training, and track legislation in Congress for how
it will help or hurt migrant workers.
Because migrant farmworkers are a relatively small, hidden, and politically
powerless population, advocacy for them and their families is critically
needed.
In 1996, due to Congressional action, along with all the other national
support centers, MLAP lost its Legal Services Corporation funding, a
large part of our annual income. Though we have diversified our funding
since then, our budget is still very limited. In spite of the challenges,
we are working hard to maintain at least the same level of charitable
contributions as in prior years, in the face of a sharp increase in demand
for our services.

Your support is crucial at this time for us to carry out our work.
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We are their voice

We provide a voice for farmworkers in these difficult times
These are very
difficult times for
migrant farmworkers
and their families.
Fear abounds in the
community. For those
who are immigrants,
enforcement is
increasing and
threatening to break
up families. Many are
reluctant to go to the
grocery store, let alone
enroll their children in
school. Farmworkers
are facing vicious
remarks and hostile
actions, in spite of
the contributions
farmworkers make to
the local and national
economy.
People are seeing cuts
in government services
and the possibility of
draconian reductions
to domestic programs.
Stress-related illnesses
are being reported
at record levels in
community and migrant
health clinics. Children
are showing signs of
anxiety at school.
Proposals to
bring in more
foreign agricultural
guestworkers could
deprive U.S.-based
workers of jobs that
are the only source

of income for many
families. Children
and youth who are
protected by the
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program
face the end of that
protection in a few
short months. And there
are proposals on Capitol
Hill to end family
sponsored immigration
which currently brings
into the U.S. family
members of citizens
and Legal Permanent
Residents.
MLAP provides a voice
for those who are
too fearful to speak
for themselves. We
advocate on Capitol Hill,
before administrative
agencies, and we train
local advocates to
provide guidance to
the community and to
speak up at the local
level.
Grassroots advocates
are contacting MLAP in
record numbers and our
networks are growing.
Our work in the past
year has focused
greatly on engagement
with and support of
these grassroots service
providers, shoring up
their understanding

of the legal rights of
the community in the
fields of immigration,
education, health
services, anti-hunger,
and civil rights.
We have been training
local advocates
regarding the
significantly changed
immigration policies of
the new administration.
These advocates are
passing that information
on directly to
farmworkers. We were
especially active during
the short period of
DACA renewals this fall.
We have been focusing
as well on access to
education at the K-12
and post-secondary
levels and continuing
access to public benefit
programs for eligible
family members. We
have been actively
working on keeping
children in school in
districts where they
have begun, illegally, to
exclude them.
We know that every
case we take, every bit
of advocacy we pursue,
provides a voice for
those who toil in the
fields and who bring the
bounty of our country
to our tables.

27th Annual Uneventful Evening Honorary Committee

In recognition of the countless
invitations you receive
requesting your attendance
at an event or dinner, we
cordially invite you to
commemorate the
holiday season with our
twenty-seventh annual
Migrant Legal Action Program

Uneventful Evening
We do not ask you to leave your home to listen to long speeches in a
hotel ballroom. Instead, we ask you to turn your thoughts to the men,
women, and children who themselves do not enjoy the comfort of
a warm home and a healthy, secure environment, but who reap the
harvest that fills your holiday tables. We ask you to remember the
poorest of the working poor — migrant farmworkers... and their families.

Hon. Howard L. Berman
Congressman Raúl M. Grijalva
Susan M. Hoffman
David E. Kendall

Congressman Joe Kennedy III
Hon. George Miller
Douglas G. Robinson
Florence Wagman Roisman

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the following:
Michael Allen
Stuart and Arlene Andrews
Anonymous
Jonathan Asher
Association of Farmworker
Opportunity Programs
(AFOP)
Cecily Baskir and John
Freedman
Betsy Bennett
Howard L. Berman
Blake A. Biles and Laura L.
Sessums
Brooksley Born and Alex
Bennett
Susan Brand and Gail
Horowitz
Angela Branz-Spall and
James Spall
Lindsey Buss
Tina Castañares
Randy Chapman
Thomas Corwin
Crowell & Moring LLP
Terry Crozier
Talbot D’Alemberte and
Patsy Palmer
Santanu Das
Janet K. DeCosta
Peter Dellinger
David A. Dugoff and
Victoria L. Bor
Donald and Jenny Sue
Dunner
Bert T. Edwards
Marc Efron
Richard C. Eisen and Joy
Beth Markowitz

Allen Erenbaum and Judy
Mark
Joan and Jerry Eyster
Peter Fels and Nancy
Helget
Stan L. Foster
Linda Frankel
Henry A. Freedman
Ethan Friedman
Kevin M. Gatter
Geneseo Migrant Center,
Inc.
Ed and Susan Glynn
Aviva Goldfarb
J. Cunyon Gordon
Michael Greenberger
Linda Griggs
Gary R. Hargett
Eric Heyer and
Rosa Isela Pozos Gálvez
Stephen S. Hill
Hughes Hubbard
& Reed LLP
Robert and Cara Jablon
Pamela S. Karlan
David E. Kendall
Darlene Kerr
Nancy Kleeman
Claude and Elisabeth
Koeberle
Brian Lebowitz
Harry R. Lewis
Alfred and Mary Liepold
Jessica Luning
Mark H. Lynch
Ann Macrory
Kevin Magee

Peggy Maisel and Ira
Horowitz
Patrick and Vicki Malone
Michael McCall
Gail McCarthy
Patricia D. McMahon
Elizabeth and Dale Meers
Jeff Murray
Mark and Mariellen Murray
Joe Oelkers
Thomas W. Queen
Julianne Rana
Peggy Reimann
Lee Reno
Karen Ringstrand
Douglas G. Robinson
Florence Wagman Roisman
Marvin and Joan Rosenberg
Amy Shapiro and Ruth
Irvings
Michael Sherman and Eileen
Sweeney
Ruth and Frank Soulier
Skip Sroka
Barry and Winnifred Fallers
Sullivan
Winona Tanaka
Victoria and David Tillotson
Michael B. Trister
Ronald J. Ungvarsky
John Vail and Laura Alison
Fields
Patricia Wald
Worker Justice Center of
New York
Martha and Howard
Zaritsky

Twenty-seventh Annual

Migrant Legal Action Program

Uneventful Evening
I
I
I
I

wish
wish
wish
wish

to
to
to
to

be
be
be
be

a
a
a
a

Benefactor at $1,000.
Patron at $500.
Sponsor at $250.
Supporter at $100.

All donors in the above categories will be acknowledged
in the 2017 MLAP Annual Report of Giving.
Enclosed is my contribution of $__________________.
NAME____________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY _________________________________________ STATE___________ ZIP_______________________
TELEPHONE__________________________________________________________________________________

Please send me periodic emails about MLAP’s work.
EMAIL___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please enclose your check payable to:

MIGRANT LEGAL ACTION PROGRAM
All contributions to MLAP are fully tax-deductible.
For more information, please call (202) 775-7780.

Migrant Legal Action Program
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 915
Washington, DC 20036
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